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The Royal British
Legion

Harwell Branch
BR1805

Monthly Branch Meeting
Held on 25th June 2019

In the Branch Headquarters at Westfield
At 20.00 Hours.

ATTENDANCE:

R.C. East - President
R.J. White - Chairman
P. Davies - Vice Chairman, Ceremonial Officer and Deputy Standard Bearer
P. A. Cox - Secretary, Harwell Poppy Appeal Organiser and Welfare

Representative
S. T. Haycox - Treasurer

COMMITTEE: G Street

MEMBERS: None

1. EXHORTATION AND KOHIMA EPITAPH

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all present; he asked those present to bear
in mind all who served for our Country and their families, also former member Ted Lay who
passed away recently.

This was followed by the exhortation and silent tribute; he ended with the Kohima Epitaph.

2. APOLOGIES: J Belton, Mrs. H Benton, C.S East, B. Mulford, Mrs. S E Pateman.

3. MINUTES OF MAY 2019 MEETING

All present had seen the Minutes which were distributed before the meeting. There was the
following correction:

Item 5.23 Youth Groups heading – “1881 Wantage ATC” should be “1861”

On acceptance as a true record they were duly signed by the Chairman.

4. MATTERS ARISING

The Chairman said the matters arising would come up under the different reports.
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5. D DAY VIGIL AND SERVICE 2019

5.1 D Day Service Post Parade Report
The Ceremonial Officer gave the following report:

D-Day Service at Harwell Stone
Post-parade report 8-June 2018

It is with no doubt that our D-Day Parade and service for 2019 was significant. Thanks to the
75th Anniversary, we knew this would be a bigger event, and with the National DDay75
campaign, the public’s attention was gripped all week.

The commemorations started on 5th June with a Presentation Evening hosted by Harwell
Campus. They took the lead on this, but was a collaboration between Harwell RBL, Glider
Pilots Regiment Society (GPRS) and Ridgeway Military Aircraft and Research Group
(RMARG).

While the Branch concentrated on promoting the event amongst the DDay contacts we have,
the GPRS and RMARG delivered an interesting, entertaining and at times eye opening talk
on the history of RAF Harwell, how the airfield came about, and the influence of D-Day on
the airfield, touching on the operations those who flew from the site took part in.

This was a well-attended event, with plenty of VIPs attending, principle amongst which was
the Lord Lieutenant for Oxfordshire Tim Stevenson. The Historic Army Aircraft Flight
supported the event, Maj Bacon on the ground and all four aircraft flew a formation flypast
prior to the presentations.

With such a milestone anniversary, the Branch had made a decision to reach out further than
before to invite the local military establishments. We were successful in gaining
commitments from Dalton, Dennison and Vauxhall Army Barracks, and RAF Benson. We
were also delighted to have attendance from 38 Group RAF, and appointed the
representative Wg Cdr Alex Blacklock as our Guest of Honour.

Such was the interest in the event, believed to be on the back of the national campaign we
had several requests to be involved in the week preceding the parade and pleased to say we
were able to accommodate these.

The Branch’s efforts started the day with the Chilton STEAM Festival at which Hazel
Benton and Angela Logue manned a stall. I shall leave Hazel to report back on this, but from
a brief discussion understand it was a successful day.

The weather was very much on side this year, a contrast to the grey clouds we had last year,
the bright sunshine and almost complete blue skies made for a wonderful setting.
Unfortunately, the winds were too high to permit the HAAF flypast which Harwell Campus
Management had organised on our behalf, to which we’re very thankful even if the flypast
did not take place.

The Parade was well attended as we have come to experience in previous years and thanks to
the expanded initiation list, and growing interest shown by numerous organisations
approaching us, we saw 36 wreaths laid this year, more than a third up on last year’s total.

Now in the 6th year the Branch has led this event, much of the elements are well known. The
Guard of Honour was provided by the RAF Air Cadets of 1861 (Wantage) and 2410
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(Didcot) Squadrons, Rev Mobey conducted the service, while we had musical
accompaniment from Mr John MacFarlane-Horgan on the bagpipes and Dr Tony Hughes
playing the Bugle for the minute’s silence.

The reading was delivered by a Wantage Air Cadet and in lieu of our Standard Bearer
Charlie East, being unavailable, Wantage Squadron also provided a Standard Bearer for the
Parade.

We had several first time attendees for the parade, other than the military representation
already indicated, OCC attended after offering support for the event, as well as Abingdon
and Wantage Mayors both in attendance. We saw our first representation from SSAFA and
hope to see them return in future years and also had an additional RBL Branch attend in the
form of Wantage Branch President.

At the end of the service, prior marching off of the Standards, our Guest of Honour,
delivered a speech on the topic of DDay and the involvement of 38 Group back in 1944 and
how it operates today in 2019. This was a very fitting piece, with interesting personal
perspective from Wg Cdr Blacklock. Once the Parade had marched off, all the wreath layers
were invited to gather around the Stone for a mass photo which worked very well.

Of course none of this could occur without some thanks to key persons and hope to
acknowledge their input now.

Firstly to Peter Cox, who cannot go unrecognised. With such a big year, we discussed the
deadline for wreath ordering in some detail, not expecting there to be last minute interest we
saw. Fortunately thanks to Peter’s experience and foresight we had sufficient spares ordered
and was able to supply wreaths to all who requested them, despite some very late requests.

Peter’s challenge was made greater this year by a dedicated DDay75 wreath which was only
known at the time of making the first order. Peter went back to all the organisations offering
this alternative which doubled the workload and I take my hat off to Peter for coping with
this extra burden, I certainly couldn’t keep up with it all the emails going back and forth.

Thanks to Frank Dumbleton for not only setting up and supplying the sound system used for
the service but for his photography of the day, recording this very special occasion.

To Collingwood Medical Services for being on site as the first aid team, and for the Chilton
STEAM Festival for including our event in their first aid request.
Due to the heat of the day 4 Cadets fell victim to fainting, while another became distressed
after seeing the other Cadets collapsing. Thanks should go to Peter Cox and Angela Logue
for actually being “first on scene” before the medical team took the lead. From my position, I
did not notice the drama unfolding and thank those who reacted and treated the Cadets.

Finally a mention to the Harwell Campus Management Team in their continual support for
the event but also for the gardening and landscaping of the site. Two trees have been
removed, the hedgerows pulled up and the area replanted offering a new fresh look and as
ever a clean, neat appearance fitting for a memorial stone.

The event had a different buzz and energy about this year, thanks I believe to the efforts
made on 5th June and the national DDay75 campaign, it will stick out as a successful year
and hope others who attended feel the same.

Peter Davies
Ceremonial Officer and Parade Marshall for the Parade
Harwell Branch RBL
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A list of wreath layers is available.

The Chairman had heard nothing but good things from those he heard in the crowd and
congratulated the Ceremonial Officer and Secretary for their efforts.

The Ceremonial Officer and Secretary reported on other arrangements and details:

5.2 D Day Service

5.2.1 Enquiries to Attend
Enquiries were received from the Wantage and Abingdon Mayors and County Legion, all
attended along with the Riders Branch who turned up on the day. An Officer from the
University of Oxford Cadet Corps also enquired but this was for the talk and vigil only.

The Ceremonial Officer said that the Chilton PAO had received an enquiry at the Steam
Festival from a Chilton Guides Leader. The Ceremonial Officer said that the event had been
widely publicised, with an invitation to local groups to lay a wreath. He will follow this up.

5.2.2 Publicity
The Secretary dropped posters in to Bob’s Butchers and Harwell News and they were put up
in the week prior.

5.2.3 Joining Instructions
The Ceremonial Officer circulated detailed instructions, followed by a request to arrive early
– due to the number of wreaths and road works. In future years he could move the time for
the parade to assemble from 17:00 to 16:45, due to the increase in interest and number of
wreath layers (from 19 in 2013 to 36 this year).

5.2.4 Meeting with Church
The Ceremonial Officer and Secretary met with Rev. Mobey and ran through the service and
associated arrangements.

5.2.5 Service Sheets
60 were available from previous years. The Treasurer arranged printing of 60 more and 100
by the Campus management. There was sufficient available at the service and 110 were
returned to stock afterwards.

5.2.6 Letters of Thanks
The Ceremonial Officer has drafted letters, and the Chairman has approved some examples.

These include the Guest of Honour, Armed Forces representatives, County and District
Councils, Mayors, Veterans Groups, youth groups, school, church and Campus
Management.

The Secretary is writing to the Campus organisations, local clubs and associations, Parish
Councils, bugler, bag piper and photographers.

5.2.7 Post Event Publicity
An article witten by the Ceremonial Officer and a photograph by Frank Dumbleton was
published in a special D Day Supplement to the June 2019 National E-Newsletter.

The President said that the Didcot Herald had a long report on the Royal Green Jackets
association’s commemoration at Clifton Hampden with a small paragraph on the
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commemorations at Harwell. As the Didcot Mayor had attended the President thought that
they would cover the Harwell commemorations more extensively.

The Treasurer posted photographs on the Harwell RBL Branch Parades facebook page
together with those taken by Frank Dumbleton. Bob Girling also made photographs
available.

An article will be written for local newsletters and the Branch web page.

5.2.8 Photography - General Data Protection Regulations
The Treasurer complied and displayed notices as agreed at the previous meeting, with the
Secretary’s MAP portal address to contact. The Secretary checked it that evening and in the
following days and no emails were received.

5.2.9 Historical Notes
The President said that one glider did not make the beaches. An Albemarle aircraft towing a
glider crashed on Gorbery Hill, the glider made it to Coplands corner in Ginge. The Glider
contained the pilot and Jeeps. There were no casualties.

5.2.10 Timetable
The Secretary has drafted and circulated the second version. He printed this and most of the
Joining Instructions and Service Sheets for the President and Chairman, delivering these the
day before and hopes this was useful.

The Secretary logged the various timing points in the service. Angela Logue requested some
water for the fainting cadets from the Secretary which he happened to have available and
provided.

The third version of the timetable will be drafted and distributed in due course.

5.3 D Day Presentation and Vigil 5th June

5.4 Letters found at Harwell Establishments / HQ building.
The Ceremonial Officer reported that the Glider Pilot’s Regiment Society had a display at
the event.

There was also a display of some letters written during World War 2, that builders found
under the floor of the old RAF mess hall during renovations. The builders passed the letters
to the Campus Management team who researched the letter writer and the serviceman who
received them, and both were present at the event. There was a short piece about this and the
talks on BBC TV South East news.

5.4.1 D Day 75 Pins Collection at Presentation
West Berkshire and the Vale Community Fundraiser Sarah Brown had arranged this with
Fiona Smart at the Campus. Sarah Brown provided 150 D Day pins and the Harwell PAO
provided a collecting box and tray and delivered these to Fiona Smart. They were available
at the event reception to attendees. The Harwell PAO is yet to pick these up but Fiona Smart
has sold some more in the meantime.
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5.4.2 Vigil
A Vigil was held at the RAF Harwell Memorial Stone following the Presentation on the
Campus, starting just before 22:00. Transport was provided to the stone and back from the
lecture theatre on Campus for those less able to walk, which was very much appreciated. The
Vigil was led by a Military Chaplain. Steve Wright of the GPRS and Fiona Smart of Harwell
Campus read poems, and a wreath was laid.

5.4.3 Vigil Publicity
There were a couple of enquiries and comments to the Secretary and on facebook, firstly that
people wanted to attend the Vigil but were told it was invitation only, and secondly someone
had visited the Stone anyway to find the vigil taking place unpublicised.

The Ceremonial Officer replied that there was nothing to stop anyone going to the stone. He
was keen to publicise the Presentation and Vigil, but the number of seats in the lecture
theatre was restricted and it was not the Branch’s event.

5.5 Wreaths
The Harwell Poppy Appeal Organiser reported:

D Day 75 Wreaths
All organisations that usually have a plain wreath opted for a D Day 75 wreath, as did some
of those that have their own badge. Three organisations did not reply so three wreaths with
appropriate badges and three D Day 75 wreaths were reserved for them.

The Harwell PAO intended to vary the second order of wreaths depending on orders
received, however it was dispatched two days early and arrived on 31st May.

The Abingdon PAO Clare Oldfield had two D Day wreaths available, which the Harwell
PAO picked up at the PAO meeting.

Distribution
Three organisations opted for delivery prior to the event. This left over 20 to be given out on
the day, along with donations and receipts to write, all in the 15 minutes between the 17:00
arrival time and 17.15 briefing time. So, the Ceremonial Officer sent out a request to all
wreath layers to arrive at 16:45, and the Harwell PAO pre-wrote the receipts (Chilton PAO’s
idea) both of which were a big help.

A further request for a wreath was received two days prior to the event.

On the day the Harwell PAO arrived at 16:30 and had a queue straight away. He gave out 23
wreaths:
 There was no one available to lay the Harwell Parish History Group’s wreath. The

Harwell PAO wrote to them after the event to explain and apologise. They offered a
donation anyway, which was refused as we can reuse the wreath.

 A wreath was provided to Newbury Branch for some veterans.
 The Treasurer asked for a wreath for another veteran, but the Harwell PAO was unsure

he had one spare at that point. Then he could not find him once he found one was
available - next year he will reserve two wreaths specifically for veterans attending.

 Of the three organisations that did not reply about D Day 75 wreaths, two had wreaths
with their organisation’s badges and one did not attend.
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Chilton School were provided with: 10 D Day crosses, 10 altar poppies and (in error) 10
“Poppy 2” poppies. These were handed over later than intended, just after the Ceremonial
Officer finished his briefing.

Bucket Collection (See also Chilton PAO’s report in item 11.2)
It was suggested that the ATC cadets could help with this, but County Fundraiser Sarah
Brown and the PAO handbook state that the minimum age to collect is 16 years old.

Donations
 12 organisations donated by cash or cheque before, or on, the day. Total £303.50.
 8 Organisations are donating by BACS and one more by card. Request for confirmation

sent to Poppy HQ.
 2 organisations promised cheques which have yet to arrive – reminders sent.
 1 organisation required an invoice, which we cannot provide, as it means setting a price

in breach of charity commission VAT rules. The Harwell PAO is making other enquiries.
 Harwell RBL Branch donation: see item 12.1.
 The Harwell PAO proposed that he does not request a donation for the wreath given to

Newbury Branch for two veterans, in view of contributions made by Newbury Branch to
the STEAM Fun Day and D Day.

Agreed by the Committee.

Current Stock
4 wreaths with D Day 75 badges, 4 wreaths with other badges and 3 plain wreaths.

Two of the D Day 75 wreaths could be returned to the Abingdon Poppy Appeal Organiser
and possibly the Royal Logistics Corps wreath. The others can be converted to other badges.

Learnings for the 2020 Parade
Offering D Day 75 wreaths doubled the Harwell PAO’s workload. Keeping wreaths back for
organisations that did not reply, and late orders were extra concerns.

The Harwell PAO has discussed this with the Ceremonial Officer and the Chilton PAO,
proposals for 2020 include:
 A single deadline is set for receipt of orders, with a reminder one week before.
 A couple of wreaths should be reserved specifically for veterans.
 Check early for any special wreath badges that are relevant to D Day.

5.6 Thanks to Ceremonial Officer
The Secretary said that the Ceremonial Officer, Peter Davies did a fantastic job. His
numerous tasks included invitations, last minute additions, co-ordination with the Campus,
Guest of Honour and other attendees, composing Joining Instructions, composing a list of
wreaths layers for the Rector, a briefing and speech on the day, and removing the bunting
and fencing posts after the event. It was all very good.

6. ENROLLMENT OF NEW MEMBERS

The Secretary reported on behalf of the Membership Secretary that there were no new
members this month on the MAP system and no applications.
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7. SECRETARY’S REPORT:

7.1 Archive Boxes in Club
Update of the contents lists is in hand. We need some new labels as the boxes are now
stacked end on in the cupboard. Nothing to report about the Club’s boxes of Legion
documents.

7.2 Lending Minutes to Harwell Parish History Group and Transfer to Oxfordshire
History Centre

The Secretary is yet to ask the County MSO which record office to take them to.

7.3 Branch Web Site
The Ceremonial Officer is looking into options for web site hosting.
The Poppy Appeal Page needs an update after the Poppy Walk, as does the D Day page

7.4 Awards
Ongoing.

7.5 Distribution of Branch Minutes and County Circular
The May 2019 minutes and June County Circular were distributed to Officers and
Committee Members via email and printed copies. The Secretary apologised for the late
delivery. Printed copies have been placed in the Club folder. David Marsh will put the
Minutes on the Branch web page.

Emails to the one Committee member are being returned as undeliverable. The Secretary
suggested that he makes enquiries.
There was general agreement to this.

7.6 Printing Costs
May Minutes and June County Circular approximately 70 sheets: £ 2.81
Other printing approximately 65 sheets: £ 2.61.

The Secretary returned the faulty black ink refill to the supplier. It could not be fixed so the
supplier refilled the new cartridge that ran out last month free of charge. This will bring
average costs down. This refill is now in use as the new cartridge obtained last month has
run out.

The Secretary suggested that he could now either:
1) Get the small cartridge refilled as a spare, usually £8 for about 120 sheets (6.5p/sheet)
2) Buy a new large cartridge for £26 which usually prints 330 sheets, (7.5p/sheet) then £10
to refill for 250-300 sheets (3.5p/sheet). This could be better value.

The Chairman proposed that the Secretary carries out the second option.
No Objections

The Treasurer suggested that the Secretary also investigates Ebay for cheaper supplies.

7.7 Funeral of Former Member Ted Lay
The Secretary informed the President and Chairman. The Membership Secretary confirmed
he was not a current member but the President said he was previously a member so the
Secretary emailed round other Committee Members. There was a notice in the Didcot Herald
and Oxford Mail. The County President, Branch President and Secretary attended. The
Church was very full.
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7.8 2018 AGM Follow-up
Actions are in hand including: AGM minutes, and back up of files to Onedrive and hard disk
drive and uploading to the MAP.

7.9 Branch Community Support - Welfare
No cases. The report for April-June is due and will be: 1 funeral and 0 volunteers.

The Branch has been sent (unrequested) a box containing all you would need to put on an
outreach event – a RBL tablecloth, ID badges, lanyards and handouts for Community
support. The Branch does not hold outreach events so the Welfare Representative asked if he
should send it back.

The Ceremonial Officer suggested that the Welfare Representative could ask other local
Branches if they could make use of it.

8. MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

The Secretary reported on behalf of the Membership Secretary:

CURRENT PAID UP MEMBERSHIP: stands at 86

9. TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Treasurer reported that accounts stood as follows as of 20th May 2019:

HARWELL BRANCH
Current Account: £ 260.70
B.F.I. Account £ 807.73
Total: £1068.43

9.1 Income
The current account is up £6 from last month – probably membership fees.

9.2 Audit of Accounts and Legacy Funding
This Sunday 30th June is the end of the financial year so the Treasurer will look for an
auditor – he will check with County Office.

He will also ask County request National HQ to pay out from the legacy approximately £185
to cover the running of the Branch and the amount we have donated to the Poppy Appeal for
wreaths and crosses in this financial year. The legacy is held at National HQ and we go
through County to request funds.

In answer to a question, the Treasurer said that he will bring the accounts to the next meeting
for approval as he needs the bank statements up to 30th June to go with them.

10. CORRESPONDENCE:

Items indicated as “printed” or “by post” will be filed in the “County Circulars” folder in the
Club. Other items can be printed on request.
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Correspondence from Legion County Office and National Headquarters:

10.1 June 2019 County Circular (printed)
Attachments:
 Annual Conference Membership Forum booklet
 Membership E Newsletter May 2019 (circulated last month).
 Audio Visual Data Protection Guide April 2019 (circulated last month).
 Lone Working Guide (circulated last month)

10.2 Membership E-Newsletter June 2019
Focused on D-DAY 75 and how branches organised events to commemorate the historic
day. This includes an article on the Harwell Campus D Day service written by Peter Davies
and a photo by Frank Dumbleton. Also: information, stories and photos of D-Day veterans
as well as upcoming events and activities. This month’s poll is on if you think that the
British people are well informed about the Country's contribution to WW2.

10.3 New County Training Officer Appointed and Branch Officer Training
The County Training Officer is Rosemary Edgington. Branch Officer training courses to be
run soon on weekends and weekdays.

Courses include the Branch Management Course for Officers and Committee members, the
Treasurer’s Course etc. (PAO training is a separate program). The Secretary asked if anyone
wanted to attend but no one did.

10.4 2018 Poppy Appeal Exceeds £50m
As reported in County Circular.

10.5 Armed Forces Covenant Trust Grants Available
To improve buildings used by veterans.

10.6 Tax Residency Status Queries
Forwarded to Treasurer.

10.7 MAP Portal or Yammer Update
 Lone working guide (see last month) available on MAP
 Did you organise a D Day event for your community?
 Have you recruited a family member to the RBL or were you recruited by one?

Correspondence from Other Organisations:

10.8 Didcot Mayor’s Charity Ball 7th March 2020

10.9 Query over Maintenance and Condition of RAF Harwell Stone
Via the Harwell Parish History Group stand at the Feast. The Secretary and Ceremonial
Officer replied well looked after and maintained by Harwell Campus.

10.10 June 2019 Chilton Chronicle

10.11 Marketing Emails to the Branch Website Email Address
1 item since the May 2019 meeting (4 weeks). Also:
 Filton Brewery Products – sent to Club Secretary
 Youtube change to terms of service.
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11. POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER REPORT:

The Secretary read out the following three items on behalf of the Chilton Poppy Appeal
Organiser Hazel Benton:

11.1 Chilton S.T.E.A.M Fun Day
On Saturday 8th June we had a stall at the Chilton S.T.E.A.M Fun Day. Hazel Benton had
volunteered to run the stall and Angela Logue from Newbury kindly agreed to bring the
gazebo, materials and a “Hook a Duck” children’s game. Elaine, the Treasurer from
Newbury accompanied her.

The day was dry but extremely windy. Some of the gazebos were blown over and had to be
taken down.

Fortunately our gazebo survived and we had a lot of families visit for the children to play
Hook a Duck. Cash payments for playing the game were £273.48.

We also had a Contactless Payment machine which belonged to Newbury. I understand
payments via that go direct to RBL Head office. I have asked Angela how much was taken
on this machine but she has not replied.

Thanks are due to Angela and Elaine for supplying the gazebo and materials and for
assisting with running the stall. I have sent a thank you e-mail to Angela and asked her to
pass on my thanks to Elaine as well.

11.2 D-Day Service
After the S.T.E.A.M day event, Hazel attended the 75th Anniversary D-Day service at the
Harwell Stone. She distributed service sheets and carried out a bucket collection whilst
Peter was distributing wreaths. Together with the bucket collection that Peter did at the end
of the service, a total of £183.62 was collected.

The Harwell PAO said that this was £140 more than in last year (£42.27 – just the Harwell
PAO collecting after the service). He thanked Hazel Benton who did a fantastic job.

11.3 Poppy Appeal Walk
Hazel & Richard Benton took part in the Harwell Poppy Appeal Walk on Sunday 12th May
2019. They raised £234 in sponsorship. Thank you to everyone who sponsored them.

Payment of this amount has been made by BACS transfer to RBL Poppy Appeal Ref.
SA296. An e-mail has been sent to Sarah Brown (as instructed in the information) to request
that the donation is credited to Harwell Branch EHD15.

Copies of the sponsorship forms have been scanned and sent to RBL for claiming Gift Aid
where the sponsor has indicated.

The Harwell PAO reported:

11.4 November 2018 Collection
The WW1 commemorative pin badges were handed to the County Fundraiser at the Meet up.
The Kids pack will be returned to Poppy Appeal headquarters in due course.
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11.5 Long Service Awards
In hand.

11.6 PAO Meet Up Abingdon 4th June
Both Poppy Appeal Organisers attended this meeting, which was run by Sarah Brown,
Community Fundraiser West Berkshire and the Vale. It was a useful meeting. Key points
included:
 The Poppy Appeal will have a concept each year. e.g. last year was “Thanking the WW1

Generation”, this year will be “Remember Together” and a concept for VE and VJ Day
anniversaries next year.

 The Kids Pack contents has been revised and improved.
 “All Year Round” merchandise is available for Summer events e.g. Pin badges, teddies,

etc – we had some D Day 75 pin badges for the Chilton STEAM Fun Day
 Biodegradable collecting boxes will be introduced soon.
 Community awards.
 PAOs are required for Steventon, Hanney, Grove and Sutton Courtenay.
 Sarah Brown agreed that there is a problem with delivery dates for merchandise.
 Khadi Poppies – Hazel Benton has obtained and distributed some of these.
 “Suggested Donation” lists are permitted for merchandise.
The recent Poppy Appeal newsletter also covered these items and others.

Sarah Brown had arranged to drop some D day 75 pins to Fiona Smart at Harwell Campus
for the Talk and vigil, which the Harwell PAO offered to deliver on her behalf.

Clare Oldfield, Abingdon PAO provided two D Day 75 wreaths, a collecting box and
various other merchandise for the STEAM Fun Day, D Day Talk and Service.

11.7 Removal of Wreaths at War Memorial
In hand.

11.8 Total
Including the £303.50 from D Day wreaths, £183.62 from D Day collecting buckets and
£273.48 from Steam
Total since 1st October 2018: £5,722.53. Thanks to all who have donated or helped.

12. CERMONIAL OFFICER’S REPORT

12.1 D Day Parade and Wreath
The D Day Parade has been covered in item 5.

The Ceremonial Officer said that we need to make a donation for the wreath with a Legion
Badge that the President laid on behalf of the Branch.

PROPOSAL: That the Branch Donates £25 to the Poppy Appeal in respect of the
Wreath laid at the D Day Service
PROPOSED: Ceremonial Officer CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

12.2 Increased Parish Council Support for Remembrance Sunday
Two weeks before last year’s parade, Legion HQ gave notice reminding Branches that
Remembrance Parades are civic events organised by the local civic authority, in our case the
Harwell Parish Council. The Legion’s Public Liability Insurance (PLI) cannot be used as it
has in previous years), the Council’s PLI should be used.
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The Ceremonial Officer proposed that he approaches the Parish Council at their next
meeting on 9th July to mention this to them, and to ask them to increase their support, as the
parade and service is their event, which we are facilitating on their behalf.

As a minimum, the Parish Council should apply for the Road Closures using their PLI.

Other possible help could include: the invitation letters being written on behalf of the Parish
Council not the Branch and the Ceremonial Officer and Secretary to write and check them
with the Parish Council rather than the Chairman. Other support would also be welcome.
Hopefully this will reduce the Branch’s workload.

PROPOSAL: That the Ceremonial Officer approaches Harwell Parish Council
regarding increased support for the Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day parades
PROPOSED: Ceremonial Officer Agreed Unanimously.

13. STANDARD BEARER REPORT

13.1 D Day Service
The Deputy Standard Bearer reported that the Standard Bearer apologised for missing the D
Day service, due to a clash with an 80th birthday celebration.

The Deputy Standard Bearer has the Standard and will return it to the Standard Bearer in due
course.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

None.

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 30th July 2019

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:57 hours.


