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The Royal British
Legion

Harwell Branch
BR1805

Monthly Branch Meeting
Held on 26th March 2019

In the Branch Headquarters at Westfield
At 20.00 Hours.

ATTENDANCE:

D. Drew - County President
R.C. East - President
P. Davies - Vice Chairman, Ceremonial Officer and Deputy Standard Bearer
P. A. Cox - Secretary, Harwell Poppy Appeal Organiser and Welfare

Representative
Mrs S. E. Pateman - Membership Secretary
S. T. Haycox - Treasurer
Mrs. H. Benton - Chilton Poppy Appeal Organiser

COMMITTEE: J Belton

MEMBERS: None

The Vice Chairman chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chairman.

1. EXHORTATION AND KOHIMA EPITAPH

The Vice Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming the County President to the meeting
and welcoming all present; he asked those present to bear in mind Jean White, the wife of
the Chairman who had passed away recently.

This was followed by the exhortation and silent tribute; he ended with the Kohima Epitaph.

2. APOLOGIES: C.S East, B. Mulford, G Street. R. White.

3. MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 2019 MEETING

All present had seen the minutes which were distributed before the meeting. There were the
following corrections:

Item 1: “The Chairman opened the meeting…” changed to “..Vice Chairman..”
Item 3: Title changed from “Minutes of February 2019 Meeting” to “..January 2019..”
Item 8.10 “requested use of the right half……just the left half” changed to “use of the left
half…just the right half”

On acceptance as a true record they were duly signed by the Vice Chairman.
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4. MATTERS ARISING

These are recorded under the appropriate reports.

5. D DAY VIGIL AND SERVICE 2019

5.1 D Day Presentation and Vigil 5th June
The presentation evening is been organised by the Glider Pilot’s Regiment Society, the
Ridgeway Military and Aviation Research Group, Harwell Campus Management and the
Branch. It is being held 75 years to the day that the Armed Forces left for Normandy from
RAF Harwell.

The evening will start with a reception and drinks at the campus, followed by two talks given
by representatives of the GPRS and RMARG. The attendees will then make their way to the
memorial stone for a vigil.

We are working closely with Harwell Campus Management who are sending invitations to
the Campus organisations. The Ceremonial Officer and Secretary are sending invitations to
the local Armed Forces units, Veterans Groups, Youth Groups and Civic Representatives
with the D Day Service invitations.

5.2 D Day Service 8th June

5.2.1 Invitations

Youth and Veterans Groups
Invitations have been sent by the Ceremonial Officer to:
Chilton School
Chilton Scouts
Didcot and Wantage Air Training Corps
Squadrons,
Wantage Army Cadet Force

Historic Army Aircraft Flight
Newbury Veterans Associations,
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Regimental Association,
Parachute Regiment Association
Royal Air Forces Association

Local RAF and Army Units
These invitations have been written by the Ceremonial Officer, and will be sent once contact
details are available.

The County President said that he may be able to provide contacts.

Civic Representatives and Harwell Campus Organisations
The Secretary will write to the usual civic representatives and Campus organisations

The Chilton Poppy Appeal Organiser asked if the new business moving to the campus would
also be contacted. The Ceremonial Officer said that the Campus sent details to all
organisations on site as well as the invitations detailed above.

Contributing Organisations
The Secretary will write to the Bugler and Bag Piper and the Ceremonial Officer will
enquire about First Aiders with the Chilton Festival.
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5.2.2 Publicity
The Ceremonial Officer has composed an article about the Service which has been sent to
the Harwell News and will be sent to the Chilton Chronicle, Church Broadsheet and posted
on the Branch web site.

5.2.3 Meeting with Church
The Ceremonial Officer will contact Rev. Mobey and Rev. Rolls to arrange.

5.2.4 Wreaths
The Poppy Appeal Organiser and Ceremonial Officer have agreed a deadline of 10th May – a
week earlier than usual as demand may be high due to the 75th Anniversary.

5.2.5 Timetable
The Secretary will draft and distribute a timetable of tasks and deadlines.

6. ENROLLMENT OF NEW MEMBERS

There were no new members this month on the MAP system and no paper applications.

7. SECRETARY’S REPORT:

7.1 Archive Boxes in Club
Delivery of old membership lists and County Handbooks to County for disposal is in hand.

7.2 Lending Minutes to Harwell Parish History Group and Transfer to Oxfordshire
History Centre – see also item 14.1

The Secretary will collect the Minutes book of the Harwell Ex-servicemen’s Club from Jane
Card this week. The examination of other minute books and transfers are in hand.

7.3 Historical Research Enquiry: Searchlight
The Secretary has forwarded to Jane Card the information that John Belton and the President
provided at the last meeting, she thanked us for it and said that the removal of the
searchlights and transfer elsewhere fits with information that the researcher had already.

7.4 Branch Web Site and Change in Postal Address
The Poppy Appeal page has been updated.
The Ceremonial Officer is looking into options for web site hosting.

7.5 Awards – see also item 14.2
Ongoing.

7.6 Distribution of Branch Minutes and County Circular
The February 2019 minutes and March County Circular were distributed to Officers and
Committee Members via email and printed copies. The Secretary apologised that he initially
printed and distributed the February 2019 Circular again in error and then printed and
delivered the March Circular. Printed copies were placed in the Club folder after the
meeting. David Marsh has put the Minutes on the Branch web page.

7.7 Printing Costs
February Minutes and March County Circular approximately 86 sheets: £ 3.45
Other printing approximately 33 sheets: £ 1.30.
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 The small black cartridge has run out. The Secretary will replace it with a large cartridge
which is better value.

 The spare large black cartridge has started printing shades of grey instead of black so the
Secretary will return it to the supplier.

 The Secretary will get a spare colour cartridge shortly.

7.8 2018 AGM Follow-up
The Secretary has started uploading minutes to the MAP, the final versions of the 2019 and
2018 minutes and attachments have been uploaded so far.

Other actions are in hand including: AGM minutes, and back up of files to Onedrive and
hard disk drive.

7.9 Branch Community Support - Welfare
No cases or enquiries. The next quarterly report is due in by 6th April.

7.10 Branch Notice Board in Club Porch
The Secretary has replied to the Harwellian Club Committee Chair Angela Vaughan
agreeing to the change of material, they have no timescale for the work at the moment.

8. MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

CURRENT PAID UP MEMBERSHIP: stands at 93

8.1 Renewals
Six members have yet to renew. One member has renewed but this has not shown up on the
MAP portal. The Membership Secretary and the member concerned are in touch with the
County Membership Support Officer regarding this.

9. TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Treasurer reported that accounts stood as follows as of 6th February 2019:

HARWELL BRANCH
Current Account: £ 256.70
B.F.I. Account £ 803.80
Total: £ 1060.50

9.1 Income
Income of £28 has been received to the Current Account from the Legion which must be
membership fees, but this is not stated anywhere.

9.2 Legacy
The Treasurer has asked the County Membership Support Officer to contact the Legacy team
about our concerns but they have not replied yet.

Discussion ensued:
 The County President said that it is Legion policy that substantial legacies are held

centrally.
 The Treasurer said that he had sent all the cheque and all documentation to headquarters,

he is not sure if the cheque has been paid in.
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 The County President said that the Legion lawyers are trying to change the procedures
with Legacies and Legion Property Trusts – so all funds go to headquarters and the
Branch may not see them.

 The Treasurer said that it was what we expected but not what we wanted.
 The Ceremonial Officer said that this may put the public off leaving legacies to the

Legion.
 The County President said that County has access to Legion Property Trust funds for

Welfare cases in Berkshire and the Vale. It may be possible for the Branch to do
something similar.

 The Treasurer and Ceremonial Officer said that the legacy funds would make a very
significant contribution to the Branch’s running costs and work.

 The County President will mention this matter to the County MSO at the next County
Meeting.

9.3 Signatories for Branch Bank Account
The current signatories are the Membership Secretary, Secretary, Treasurer and Chairman.
Two signatories are required for each cheque. The Treasurer proposed that the Vice
Chairman is added as another signatory.
No Objections.

The required forms were duly signed after the meeting.

10. CORRESPONDENCE:

Items indicated as “printed” or “by post” will be filed in the “County Circulars” folder in the
Club. Other items can be printed on request.

Correspondence from Legion County Office and National Headquarters:

10.1 March 2019 County Circular (Printed)
Includes Harwell Poppy Walk
Attachments: Poppy Walk Poster and Sponsor Form

10.2 Membership Newsletter March 2019
The focus is on D-Day 75 and other commemorative events. Also included: Two stories
from our members - one about visiting a WW2 veteran and the other about the Cold War - as
well as information about the Membership meet-ups, the “stop the service charge” campaign
and other events and a quiz to test your knowledge of D-Day.

10.3 Legion Campaign Against Visa Fees Charged to Commonwealth Ex Service
Personnel

This is charged to Commonwealth ex-service personnel who, having served our country,
want to live here, e.g. £10,000+ for a veteran with a spouse and two children.

It was stated that this fee had been far less previously and was now £2,600 per person.

10.4 County Chairman’s Briefing to Branch Chairmen
 To pass on information received at the recent County Chairman’s seminar.
 At County Office 6th April. Branch Chairmen or a representative can attend.
 Reply by 27th March.
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10.5 Spam Email Advice
 Do not click on any links in emails such as “Open Before Friday” and “View Message

Here” even if the sender looks genuine.
 Do not click on any links in emails unless you are 100% sure where they are going.

10.6 Request for Questions for Membership Forum at the Annual Conference
Submit by 29th March. Attendance at Conference is not required for this.

10.7 National Conference Special Circular and Documents (By Post)
Provisional Agenda and Excluded Items.

10.8 Royal Charter Pack (See Item January 2019 Minutes item 11.6) By Post
Report on review of Legion governing documents by Consultants, draft new Royal Charter
and Explanation of changes.

10.9 Soldier F Protests Announcement
 It is not appropriate for the Legion to comment on ongoing legal proceedings.
 Legion Members can only the attend protests in a personal capacity.

Correspondence from Other Organisations:

10.10 March 2019 Chilton Chronicle
10.11 Team BRIT News Motor Racing for Disabled People March 2019

10.12 Marketing Emails to the Branch Website Email Address
4 Items since the last meeting (4 weeks).

11. POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER REPORT

11.1 November 2018 Collection
The Area Representative at Poppy HQ Aylesford has changed again, Phil Clarke has taken
over from Susan Gee. This may have led to the delay in replies in answering enquiries.

The Harwell PAO has enquired again about returning the Schools pack from Harwell School
to Aylesford, and asked if we can recycle the boxes here instead, though we may use it at the
Full STEAM Ahead Festival.

Return of the remaining WW1 Centenary pins to the County Fundraiser is in hand. There are
also some Euro and other non-UK coins to pass on.

11.2 November 2019 Collection

Schools Packs
The order form has arrived, the Harwell PAO will order two.

2019 Dated Poppy Pins
To even out distribution, Poppy HQ is allocating a set number to each district. The Harwell
District allocation is the same number as we ordered last year.

11.3 Donations by BACS Transfer November 2017 and June 2018
The Harwell PAO has enquired again with the new Area representative about the November
2017 donations and the five June 2018 donations we were expecting (£100+ in total).
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The Area Representative confirmed that 3 donations were received and allocated to Harwell
totalling £68.50, but it is too late to allocate the 2017 donation. The Harwell PAO is
reluctant to contact the other two organisations directly as they donate a large amount in
November collection and help the Branch in other ways.

11.4 Annual Statement 2017-18
The Harwell PAO has sent the enquiry on the totals on the 2017-18 statement to the County
Fundraiser and Area representative yesterday. The difference between our total and HQ’s
total is now £54 due to the BACS donations being confirmed. The Harwell PAO has also
requested clarification about the meaning of the categories on the statement.

11.5 Poppy Walk 2019 - See also item 14.1
The Chilton PAO and her husband will be walking.

11.6 Full STEAM Ahead Festival 8th June Chilton
The Chilton PAO said that she is happy to run a stand at this event. The Secretary may not
be available all day because of the D Day Service which follows the festival.

The Chilton PAO said that she is able to run the stand until late afternoon when she will help
with the D Day wreaths. Her husband is available to help set the stand up and take it down.
She will ask the Community Fundraiser if she is available to support the event and provide
merchandise and a gazebo. Once the Community Fundraiser has replied, she can determine
if we can go ahead.

11.7 Thailand Legion Branches and Poppies
The Chilton PAO has recently visited South East Asia, where she came across Thai soldiers
selling poppies in Chiang Mai. There are a couple of Legion Branches in Thailand.

11.8 Khadi Poppy
The Chilton Poppy Appeal Organiser had a Khadi poppy, which she showed to those
present. The flower petals are made from Khadi cloth which is the cloth that Ghandi’s
clothes were made from. She had obtained a small number of these poppies in November
2018 from Poppy HQ for a local person.

11.9 Long Service Awards
In hand.

11.10 Total
The confirmed BACs donations for D Day wreaths go onto last year’s total. No further
donations received or confirmed since the last meeting to add to this year’s total:
Total since 1st October 2018: £4960.67.
Thanks to all who have donated or helped.

12. CERMONIAL OFFICER’S REPORT

The Ceremonial Office said that all preparations are going well for D Day, invitations are
being written and sent and other items on the timetable are in hand.

13. STANDARD BEARER REPORT

The Ceremonial Officer reported that the Standard had not been paraded since the last
meeting.
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13.1 Upcoming Parades
The Ceremonial Officer has contacted the Standard Bearer about the Royal Green Jackets
Commemoration at the Clifton Hamden on 6th June and the presentation on 5th June.

13.2 Standard Bearer for D Day Service 8th June
The Ceremonial Officer said that the Standard Bearer is unavailable.

John Belton asked if the Air Training Corps had been asked to provide a Standard Bearer.
The Ceremonial Officer replied that he has included a request for volunteers to carry the
Union Jack and Branch Standard in their invitations. He can provide a copy of the drill book
if required.

John Belton said that he has donated a sling and gloves to the Branch.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

14.1 County President’s Remarks

Minutes Books
The County President said that the Wantage Branch minutes had been transferred to the
Berkshire Records office in Coley Road, Reading.

Poppy Walk
Preparations are in hand, the Harwellian Club has a barbeque but the usual volunteer is
unavailable, please give any suggestions of a barbeque chef to the County President.

County Committee Meeting
The new National President, Lieutenant General James Bashall, attended the March meeting
to find out more about what we do. The County President said that headquarters Officers and
staff need to get out and see the consequences of their activities as the people at grassroots
level are volunteers.

Harwell Branch
The County President said that all was good at Harwell Branch.

14.2 Presentation of County Certificate to Ceremonial Officer
The County President presented a County Certificate to Peter Davies, Branch Ceremonial
Officer, Parade Marshal and Deputy Standard Bearer, for his service to the Branch and
County.

The Ceremonial Officer said that he does not do this for awards, but to commemorate those
who were lost and those who are left. He thanked those who put him forward.

14.3 Passing of Jean White
The Vice Chairman had obtained a sympathy card for the Chairman which was signed after
the meeting by all Harwell Branch Officers and Committee present.

There was discussion of other possible floral tributes or a wreath which may be made once
the funeral arrangements are known.

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 30th April 2019

There being no further business the Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 20:41 hours.


