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The Royal British
Legion

Harwell Branch
BR1805

Monthly Branch Meeting
Held on 26th February 2019

In the Branch Headquarters at Westfield
At 20.00 Hours.

ATTENDANCE:

R.C. East - President
P. Davies - Vice Chairman, Ceremonial Officer and Deputy Standard Bearer
P. A. Cox - Secretary, Harwell Poppy Appeal Organiser and Welfare

Representative
Mrs S. E. Pateman - Membership Secretary
S. T. Haycox - Treasurer

COMMITTEE: G Street, J Belton

MEMBERS: None

The Vice Chairman chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chairman.

1. EXHORTATION AND KOHIMA EPITAPH

The Vice Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all present. This was followed by the
exhortation and silent tribute; he ended with the Kohima Epitaph.

2. APOLOGIES: H Benton, C S East, B. Mulford, R White.

3. MINUTES OF JANUARY 2019 MEETING

All present had seen the Minutes which were distributed before the meeting. There were the
following corrections:

Item 9.2: Second Paragraph: “The Membership Secretary said that he husband” changed to
“her husband”

Item 14.1 Last Paragraph: Wording added to end of sentence: “The Treasurer said that he
was very concerned that the letter he received had been torn open despite the letter being
addressed as “Private and Confidential”.”

On acceptance as a true record they were duly signed by the Vice Chairman.

4. MATTERS ARISING

The Vice Chairman said that we will come to the Matters Arising during the rest of the
meeting.
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5. D DAY VIGIL AND SERVICE 2019

5.1 D Day Talk and Vigil
The Ceremonial Officer said that Steve Wright from the Glider Pilot Regiment Society
wanted to make the D Day commemorations special this year for the 75th anniversary.

Following consultation with Duncan Rogers and Angus Horner of Harwell Campus
management, arrangements are being made for a presentation and talk at a local venue,
followed by a vigil at the Memorial Stone. This will take place on an evening during the
week before the D Day Service. It will be similar to the talk and vigil held in 2014 for the
70th Anniversary but with a bigger invitation list and possibly press coverage to suit the more
significant anniversary.

Harwell Campus, the GPRS, Councillor Bob Girling and the Ceremonial Officer have
composed a list of representatives to invite from local organisations including veterans’
groups, local councils, youth groups, businesses and military bases.

5.2 D Day Service Saturday 8th June 2019
The Ceremonial Officer said that this years’ service will follow the normal format. The usual
participants will be invited along with the additional representatives due to attend the talk
and vigil. He proposed that arrangements are started and invitations are sent out.
Agreed by the Committee.

5.3 Full STEAM Ahead Family Fun Day
The Ceremonial Officer said that this will be the held at Harwell Campus on the afternoon of
the D Day service. The “STEAM” theme - Science, Technology, Education, and
Mathematics – is the same as last year. It will be a family event aimed at promoting interest
and careers in these fields. There is not necessarily any D Day or Poppy theme.

The County Fundraiser Sarah Brown has been approached about running a stall as last year.
She is requesting numbers of volunteers and the Harwell Poppy Appeal Organiser asked if
anyone present could help on the stand. There were no volunteers. The Harwell PAO will
discuss possibilities with the Chilton PAO. He asked if he could approach other Branches to
help.
Agreed by the Committee.

6. REMEMBERANCE SUNDAY AND ARMISTICE

6.1 Timetable
The Secretary reported that a third version has been composed and circulated now that all
actions have been completed. This item is now closed.

7. ENROLLMENT OF NEW MEMBERS

There were no new members this month on the MAP system and no paper applications.

8. SECRETARY’S REPORT:

8.1 Archive Boxes in Club
Delivery of old membership lists and County Handbooks to County for disposal is in hand.
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8.2 Lending Minutes to Harwell Parish History Group and Transfer to Oxfordshire
History Centre

Jane Card has completed her examination of the minutes book of the Harwell Ex-
servicemen’s Club. The Secretary will pick it up soon. The examination of other minute
books and transfers are in hand.

8.3 Historical Research Enquiry: Searchlight
Jane Card had emailed to thank the Committee for the information and ask for a more
precise location for the Ardington Wick searchlight.

The President said that the searchlight was in the corner of a field on the road leading to
Ardington Wick from the Reading Road. It was all removed.

John Belton said that the 90cm searchlight in Didcot was in a field (which has now been
built on) near the old Marsh Bridge, on the right side of the road on the way out of Didcot. It
was not there long, when the bombing of London started it was moved elsewhere.

8.4 Branch Web Site and Change in Postal Address
The Membership page has been updated. See item 8.8. The update to the Poppy Appeal page
is in hand. Hosting costs – See Treasurer’s report.

David Marsh has removed the “Headquarters” address from the footer of the website. The
change to the contacts on the Poppy Appeal page and update is in hand – see item 12.3.

8.5 Awards
Ongoing.

8.6 Distribution of Branch Minutes and County Circular
The January 2019 minutes and February County Circular were distributed to Officers and
Committee Members via email and printed copies. The Secretary apologised that the
distribution of the paper copies was so close to the meetings. A printed copy will also be
placed in the Club folder. David Marsh has put the Minutes on the Branch web page. There
was no January County Circular.

8.7 Printing Costs
January Minutes and February County Circular approximately 76 sheets: £ 3.04
Other printing approximately 36 sheets: £ 1.43.

 The Secretary is donating the cost of the previous refill in January.
 The black cartridge has run out and has been refilled for £8 as it was a small one. It is

back in use.
 The large black cartridge has also been refilled for £10.
 He will get a spare colour cartridge shortly.

8.8 2018 AGM Follow-up
Actions completed:
 The Membership web page has been updated.
 The County MSO said that we can back minutes up to the MAP so the Secretary will do

this over the coming weeks – we have electronic copies going back many years.
 The Secretary has sent a letter of thanks to David Marsh for the web site.

Other actions are in hand including: AGM minutes and back up of files to Onedrive.
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8.9 Branch Community Support - Welfare
No cases or enquiries.

8.10 Branch Notice Board in Club Porch
The Harwellian Club Committee Chair Angela Vaughan has requested use of the left half of
the noticeboard to promote Club events. The Secretary is not using it due to restricted access
and he has sufficient space with just the right half. The Chairman was happy with this and
the Secretary passed this back to the Club. The Club Chair has also offered to replace the
notice board material with something less hard and with a more pleasant odour. They may
also change the colour.
Agreed by the Committee.

9. MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

CURRENT PAID UP MEMBERSHIP: stands at 93

9.1 Renewals
6 of the 93 members have yet to renew. One member that has renewed does not show as
renewed on the MAP portal. The County Membership Support Officer suggested that the
member contacts Membership directly, this has been passed on to the member concerned.

10. TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Treasurer reported that accounts stood as follows as of the last transaction on 1st January
2019:

HARWELL BRANCH
Current Account: £ 246.90
B.F.I. Account £ 803.80
Total: £ 1050.50

The BFI is unchanged from last month.

10.1 Accounts and Membership Fees
The Treasurer has fixed an error in the accounts, he is confident in the new figures quoted
and has the statements to back this up:

The Branch has received £134 for membership fees on 14th December 2018, which should
have been reported last month but the figures were not available then. In answer to a
question the Treasurer said that there are more membership fees to come in.

10.2 Website Costs (Ref: January Minutes item 7.4)
David Marsh looks after the Branch website for us. The new server company that he is using
to hold the website has a cost, though he is giving his time and services free of charge. The
last payment made was £25 for 5 years paid in 2014. Mr. Marsh also suggested that we could
find our own server company and he would still maintain the website free of charge. The
Treasurer asked when we should pay.

Discussion ensued including:
 The Secretary suggested that we wait until we receive a bill.
 The Treasurer suggested that we reply agreeing in principle to pay.
 The Ceremonial Officer offered to look into alternative web hosting services.
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10.3 Legacy
The Committee members present had received the documents and delivered them as agreed
at the last meeting. Geoff Street said that the information was not really in our favour, others
were also not optimistic.

The Treasurer is talking to the County Membership Support Officer; she understands our
concerns and will work with us. She is going to consult the Legacy Team at HQ and has
drafted an email to send them which the Treasurer read out. We would find the legacy useful
rather than passing it all to the Poppy Appeal.

Discussion ensued:
 The President said that Mr Noble intended the Legacy to stay here as the will states “The

Royal British Legion Harwell Branch”.
 In answer to a question the Treasurer said that the Legion rules state that he had to pass

all of the original documents he received from the solicitor to the Legacy Team at HQ.
He has taken copies of the relevant sections.

 The President has mentioned this to the County President who suggested that we talk to
the County Treasurer.

 The Secretary said that the Chairman had suggested an approximate split of 25% to the
Branch and the rest to the Poppy Appeal.

 The Vice Chairman said that he had no argument with it going to charity but if it is
intended to help the Branch then it should.

The Treasurer asked if all present were happy with the wording of the letter.
Agreed by the Committee.

The Treasurer will contact the County MSO shortly.

10.4 Legacy Communications
The Legacy process is very involved and lengthy. A lot is happening between each Branch
meeting so the Treasurer asked if all present were happy for him to continue the actions as
required and copy in all Committee members that use email to the relevant correspondence.
It takes time to print and distribute copies of emails and documents so he proposed that he
updates Committee Members not on email at the following Branch meeting.

Comments included:
 A Committee Member said that he understands the situation as he had undertaken a

similar task.
 The Vice Chairman said that there is so much to do that it can’t all be delayed until the

next meeting.
Agreed by the Committee.

11. CORRESPONDENCE:

Items indicated as “printed” or “by post” will be filed in the “County Circulars” folder in the
Club. Other items can be printed on request.

Correspondence from Legion County Office and National Headquarters:

11.1 February 2019 County Circular (printed)
Includes County Poppy Walk Harwell 12th May.
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Attachments:
 Safeguarding Policy, Awareness Leaflet and Whistleblowing Policy (see item 11.3)
 Membership Forum Questions Form
 Compass Recovery Leaflet
 NHS Return Equipment Leaflet
 Staffordshire Anzac Service Attendance Form

11.2 Membership Newsletter February 2019
The focus is on how Members and the Legion help the Armed Forces community with some
examples of how Members support ex-serving and serving personnel and their families.
Also, events including D-Day commemorations and a poll on what are the most pressing
needs of the Armed Forces community.

11.3 Safeguarding Information and Training
 Safeguarding Policy, Whistleblowing Policy and Awareness Leaflet.
 Safeguarding Training is available for anyone directly involved with Children or

Vulnerable Adults, awareness information is available for everyone else.
 Information about reporting concerns is on the Police or Local Authority websites. If it

concerns a Legion volunteer, staff or member then report to the contact centre 0808 802
8080 who will pass to the Designated Safeguarding Lead for the area.

11.4 Reminder: Legion Invites Normandy Veterans to Sail in Style to D Day 75
Anniversary events

 Deadline extended to 4th March. See last month’s Correspondence.

11.5 New National President Lieutenant General James Bashall CB CBE
To take up his appointment from National Conference on the 10th May.

11.6 National Conference Motion – New Royal Charter
A new Royal Charter is being proposed at the National Conference. It has been changed to
take account of changes in charity law and governance practice. The last major review was
15 years ago. Documents are:
 Conference Motion
 Report on review of Legion governing documents by Consultants
 Draft new Royal Charter
 Explanation of changes.

11.7 MAP Portal or Yammer Updates
 Rules to update a member’s details by third parties
 Delete Spam emails unopened.
 Don’t use MAP email addresses for personal use.
 The contract has been changed with Microsoft who provide the MAP: The Legion is now

paying per MAP account so all unused or inactive accounts will be deleted.
Correspondence from Other Organisations:

11.8 Vale Council Chair Fundraising Concert and Golf Day for SSAFA
Concert at Amey Theatre Abingdon 2nd March and Golf Day at Drayton Park Golf Course
12th April.

11.9 Reminder: Tickets for Mayor’s Civic Masquerade Ball 23rd March 2019
Purchase tickets by 27th February.
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11.10 Invitation to Didcot Mayor’s Civic Service Sunday 24th March
At 4pm at All Saint’s Church, Didcot.

11.11 February 2019 Chilton Chronicle

11.12 Marketing Emails to the Branch Website Email Address
3 items since the January 2019 meeting (4 weeks).

12. POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER REPORT:

12.1 November 2018 Collection
The Harwell PAO has emailed Poppy HQ about returning the Schools pack from Harwell
School to Aylesford. No reply as yet. Return of the remaining WW1 Centenary pins to the
County Fundraiser is in hand.

12.2 Donations by BACS Transfer November 2017 June 2018
The Harwell PAO has chased up the County Fundraiser and Aylesford about the November
2017 transfer and the five June 2018 transfers (£100+ in total). Still no reply.

12.3 Poppy Walk 2019
This is being arranged by the County Fundraiser Sarah Brown, the County Poppy Appeal
Coordinator David Drew, and the Ceremonial Officer.

The Ceremonial Officer said that he has checked with the Club Secretary and 12th May is
now confirmed. He will be walking this year. The Harwell PAO will update the web page.

12.4 Annual Statements and Reports
Enquiries on the totals on the 2017-18 statement are in hand.

The Harwell PAO has resubmitted the report for October – November 2018 as Poppy Appeal
HQ had not received the original email though it was received by the County Fundraiser.

12.5 Long Service Awards
In hand.

12.6 Total
No further donations received or confirmed since the last meeting.
Total since 1st October 2018: £4960.67. Thanks to all who have donated or helped.

13. CERMONIAL OFFICER’S REPORT

13.1 Continuation of Youth Contacts
The Ceremonial Officer reported that he is continuing some of the work he was doing as
County Youth Officer e.g. contacting local youth groups to participate in the Poppy Walk.

13.2 Army Cadet Force Centenary Parade
The Commanding Officer of the Berkshire Army Cadet Force has invited the Ceremonial
Officer to attend their Centenary Parade on 13th April. He has been invited as a guest and
will not be participating in the parade. He asked if the meeting agreed that he could attend.
Agreed by the Committee.
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14. STANDARD BEARER REPORT

The Ceremonial Officer reported that the Standard had not been paraded since the last
meeting.

The Standard Bearer is unavailable to parade the Standard at the D Day Parade. The
Ceremonial Officer will try to arrange cover possibly an ATC Cadet or a new recruit.

John Belton said that Wantage Branch had an ATC Cadet as Standard Bearer. Legion youth
membership and youth Standard Bearer competitions may also encourage interest.

The Ceremonial Officer said that an ATC cadet had carried the Standard at Remembrance
Sunday for 2016 and 2017 and one would have carried it in 2018 apart from an equipment
oversight. He agreed we should try to engage with youth organisations and encourage their
interest in the Legion.

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

15.1 The Soldiers Pass Run 12th October Vauxhall Barracks
John Belton reported that the Barracks are organising a sponsored run and Fun Day event to
raise money for widows and orphans of those who lost their lives and the injured. This will
be via the Felix Fund. There are route options of up to 100km.

15.2 Flypast at Sheffield War Memorial
John Belton said that there had been an amazing public reaction to this event, organised by
BBC journalist Dan Walker for Tony Faulds who had been tending a memorial in Sheffield
to 10 US airmen who lost their lives in 1944 when their aircraft crashed.

15.3 Glider Pilots Parade
John Belton reported that there was television coverage of a parade by the last glider pilots at
their training base. There are two memorial stones there. It could be their parade as they are
all in their 90s.

The Vice Chairman thanked all present for making the first Branch meeting he had chaired
run smoothly. Geoff Street congratulated him on his efforts.

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 26th March 2019

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:55 hours.


