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The Royal British
Legion

Harwell Branch
BR1805

Monthly Branch Meeting
Held on 29th January 2019

In the Harwellian Club at Westfield
At 20.00 Hours.

ATTENDANCE:

R.C. East - President
P. A. Cox - Secretary, Harwell Poppy Appeal Organiser and Welfare

Representative
Mrs S. E. Pateman - Membership Secretary
S. T. Haycox - Treasurer

COMMITTEE: G Street, J Belton

MEMBERS: None

The President was unanimously elected to chair the meeting in the absence of the Chairman
and Vice Chairman.

1. EXHORTATION AND KOHIMA EPITAPH

The President opened the meeting by welcoming all present. This was followed by the
exhortation and silent tribute; he ended with the Kohima Epitaph.

2. APOLOGIES: H Benton, P Davies, C. S. East, B. Mulford, R. White.

3. MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 2018 MEETING

All present had seen the Minutes which were distributed before the meeting. There were the
following corrections:

Item 2: Hazel Benton moved from Present to Apologies
Item 6: Name of new member removed for Data Protection.
Item 11.9 Added at end of item: “Secretary’s Note £4708.67 banked. See Item 11.4”

On acceptance as a true record they were duly signed by the President.

4. MATTERS ARISING

None.
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5. REMEMBERANCE SUNDAY AND ARMISTICE

The President said that it went very well.

The Secretary reported:

5.1 Publicity
The Ceremonial Officer’s report was published in the Harwell News with some photographs,
and the report has been put on the Branch web site with links to the photographs on Harwell
RBL Branch Parades Facebook page.

5.2 Thank-you Letters
The letters as listed at the last meeting have been written and sent by the Ceremonial Officer
and Secretary.

5.3 Timetable
A third version will be circulated shortly now that all actions have been completed.

6. ENROLLMENT OF NEW MEMBERS

There were no new members this month on the MAP system and no applications.

7. SECRETARY’S REPORT:

7.1 Archive Boxes in Club
Delivery of old membership lists and County Handbooks to County for disposal is in hand.

7.2 Lending Minutes to Harwell Parish History Group and Moving to Oxfordshire
History Centre

Jane Card has completed her examination of the minutes book of the Harwell Ex-
servicemen’s Club. The examination of other minute books and transfers are in hand.

7.3 Historical Research Enquiry: Searchlight
Jane Card also passed on an enquiry received via David Marsh: Was there a searchlight in
village during WW2 and if so where?

John Belton said that there was a searchlight at Rowstock crossroads and one at the other
side of the gasworks in Didcot. The President said that there was one in Ardington Wick.
The Secretary will pass this to Jane Card.

7.4 Branch Web Site Updates
The Meetings, Remembrance Sunday, Committee, Poppy Appeal and Remembrance
November pages have been updated. See item 7.7 and 11.2.

David Marsh has transferred the web site to a different hosting company. The only
difference is that the marketing emails seem to have stopped.

The Treasurer asked the Secretary to enquire with Mr. Marsh if the website hosting costs
have gone up.

7.5 Awards
Ongoing.
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7.6 Distribution of Branch Minutes and County Circular
There was no County Circular for December, and the January edition is yet to be received.

The November 2018 minutes were distributed to Officers and Committee Members via email
and printed copies. A printed copy will also be placed in the Club folder. David Marsh will
put the Minutes on the Branch web page.

7.7 Printing Costs
November Minutes approximately 50 sheets: £ 1.98
Other printing approximately 40 sheets: £ 1.61.

The Secretary has got the black ink cartridge refilled. This is now in use as the black
cartridge ran out. The colour cartridge has also run out and the spare is in use.

7.8 2018 AGM Follow-up
Actions completed:
 The Standard Bearer and Deputy Standard Bearer have printed and completed the

Standard Bearer Fitness Form page of MS1 and sent them to the Secretary.
 The MS1 Branch Information form has been completed, scanned in and emailed to

County Membership Support Officer. A paper copy was also sent by recorded delivery.
The Secretary apologised that these were both sent after the deadline.

 The Meetings and Committee web pages have been updated.
 An updated Committee List has been posted on the notice board.

The Secretary has also composed an updated Membership Fees for the Club notice board as
the previous one was dated 2017. He has removed some of the information about the
disaffiliation of the Club as most people will be aware of this now. He suggested that he
updates the membership page on the website to read the same.
Agreed by the Committee.

Other actions are in hand including: Minutes, thank you letter to David Marsh, back up of
files to Onedrive and MAP. We also need to decide what we want to back up where.

7.9 County Conference Delegate
The Secretary was unable to attend due to a clashing commitment and transport issues.

7.10 Mince Pies and Mulled Wine at County Office 6th December 2018
The Secretary and Chilton PAO did not attend due to travel issues.

7.11 Branch Community Support - Welfare
No cases or enquiries.

The Welfare Representative delivered the two Legion greetings cards that were written at the
last meeting to the two members but did not see them in person.

The Welfare Representative submitted the Quarterly report for October to December 2018 a
day late – 0 volunteers and 0 visits.

7.12 “Wear Your Poppy with Pride” Poem
This was still on display in the Poppy Room.
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8. MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

CURRENT PAID UP MEMBERSHIP: stands at 93

8.1 Renewals
8 of the 93 members are yet to renew. One member may have left as they keep vanishing
from the MAP portal and reappearing.

9. TREASURER’S REPORT:

The Treasurer reported that accounts stood as follows as of 1st January 2019 (Date of last
transaction).

HARWELL BRANCH
Current Account: £ 174.70
B.F.I. Account £ 803.80
Total: £ 978.50

9.1 Income
£4 interest has been received to the BFI account.

9.2 Legacy
The Treasurer received a letter just before Christmas from a solicitor which said that Mr.
George Noble was leaving Harwell Branch a substantial sum of money, together with a copy
of the will and a cheque. This has all been forwarded to the Legacy team at headquarters.

The President asked if anyone knew Mr. Noble. The Membership Secretary said that her
husband had met him on a few occasions when delivering his membership card. The
President said that he knew Mr and Mrs Noble well.

The Treasurer distributed a pack of documents to each member of the Committee:
 A copy of the solicitor’s letter.
 A copy of an extract from the Trust Accounts Procedure which is to be launched shortly

sent by the Legacy Team at HQ. It describes the processing of Legacies, arrangements of
Trusts to hold Legacies and permitted and prohibited uses.

 The last part of an email from the Legacy Team about use of the legacy.
 A form to submit any ideas for the use of the legacy.

The Treasurer suggested that Committee members read through the documents and write
down ideas on the form and bring it to the next meeting for discussion. It is early days and
he is trying to confirm what we are permitted use the legacy for. The wording in the
documents is quite restrictive on what Legacies can be used for.

Discussion ensued:
 The Treasurer has also provided packs of the documents for the Vice President,

Chairman and Vice Chairman. Geoff Street offered to deliver a pack to the Vice
President if possible, and the Secretary offered to deliver a pack to the Chairman.

 John Belton asked if we could use some of the legacy to cover donations in respect of the
Remembrance and D Day wreaths.

 The Treasurer wanted to transfer the legacy to the Branch savings account (BFI) but that
does not seem to be not permitted.

The meeting discussed the restrictions and sources of advice that could be consulted.



- 5 -

The President concluded by encouraging Committee members to consider all of this. It won’t
be settled quickly.

It was generally agreed that the Treasurer could obtain further advice as appropriate.

10. CORRESPONDENCE:

Items indicated as “printed” or “by post” will be filed in the “County Circulars” folder in the
Club. Other items can be printed on request.

Correspondence from Legion County Office and National Headquarters

(No County Circular for December or January)

10.1 Membership E-Newsletter December 2018
Includes: a message from the National Chairman, the link to take part in the Government's
consultation about the strategy for our veterans, a 20% discount code for the Poppy shop as a
Thank You. Also included are National Memorial Arboretum and Legion events and a poll
on Poppy Shop products and offers.

10.2 Membership E-Newsletter January 2019
Includes: 4 stories of relatively new branches and how these members are keeping their
communities engaged as well as the story of Chris Black who is the Derbyshire MSO and
served in the Falklands. Also included are: information about upcoming events and the
Legion's plans for D-Day 75 and a poll on aspects of Branch membership.

10.3 Reminder Mulled Wine and Mince Pies at County Office 6th December

10.4 Delete Unopened any Emails from Bracknell Secretary

10.5 Destroy any Stocks of Combined Poppy and Veterans badges
“HM Armed Forces Veteran” badges can only be issued by the MOD.

10.6 HM Government Veterans Strategy Consultation
Public consultation - Members can participate in the consultation in an individual capacity.
Members can also submit their opinion to the Legion’s PR team for use in the Legion’s
official response.

10.7 Documents for County Conference 19th January 2019
Provisional Agenda, 2018 Minutes and Accounts 2017-18.

10.8 MS1 Branch Information Form Reminder
13 Branches outstanding as of 21st December including Harwell

10.9 Legion Invites Normandy Veterans to Sail in Style to D Day 75 Anniversary
Events

 The Legion is to take 300 veterans and carers on a cruise to Normandy over 4 days.
Apply via the Legion before 4th February.

 The Legion is leading the commemorations in France – program to be announced soon.

10.10 Final Renewal Reminder Letters before October Members ae Lapsed
Any members that have not renewed will be sent lapsing notices.
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10.11 Nominations for Election of National Chair and Vice Chair and Board of
Trustees

Deadline is 18th January.

10.12 MAP Portal or Yammer Updates
 Promotion of Yammer - the Legion’s social network.
 Annual Conference updates are available in Yammer.
 Membership Survey Feedback Session Saturday 15th December
 Christmas Greetings and Highlights of the Year.

Correspondence from Other Organisations:

10.13 Didcot Mayor’s Civic Charity Masquerade Ball 23rd March
Fundraising for Didcot Volunteer Centre and SSAFA. Invitation and reply form. Deadline
27th February.

10.14 December 2018 and January 2019 Chilton Chronicles
The January edition includes an article from the Chilton Poppy Appeal Organiser

10.15 Team BRIT News December 2018 and January 2019

10.16 Sandbrook Guides Didcot Edition
Request to renew the Harwell Branch entry – forwarded to the secretaries of the Didcot
Branch and Harwellian Club.

10.17 Marketing Emails
72 Items since the November 2018 meeting (9 weeks). Also 3 Google and AOL account
emails.

11. POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER (PAO) REPORT:

11.1 Crosses on Commonwealth War Graves at Harwell Cemetery
£25 donation received from the Branch. The crosses are still in place.

11.2 November 2018 Collection
The Poppy Appeal Organiser apologised for quoting the wrong figures last month.

The Harwell PAO, Chilton PAO and the President distributed Thank You postcards to all
collectors and organisations that had a collecting box. The Harwell PAO has obtained some
Thank You greeting cards and posters to consider using this year.

The Harwell PAO arranged with the new Aylesford contact Susan Gee for the return of the
Poppies, collecting boxes, Chilton Schools pack and most of the merchandise to Aylesford.
Damaged and stained trays have been disposed of. The Chilton PAO is storing the
undamaged trays, some Poppies and a small amount of the merchandise. The Harwell PAO
is storing the spare wreaths.

The President has returned the Schools pack from Harwell School to the Harwell PAO who
will arrange it’s return it to Aylesford.

The remaining WW1 Centenary pins will be sent back to the County Fundraiser.
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The Harwell PAO has updated the web page including the totals, The Chilton and Harwell
PAOs arranged for their publication in the February Harwell News, January Chilton
Chronicle and February Church Broadsheet.

11.3 Remembrance Sunday Wreaths
Cash or cheque donations have been received from three more organisations (including £37
from the Branch) and BACS transfer donations have been confirmed from two of the three
other organisations that were donating this way. The Harwell PAO is assuming that the third
BACS donation is likely to have gone through. The total for wreaths is now £289.

11.4 Donations by BACS Transfer November 2017 June and November 2018
As stated above, Aylesford confirmed receipt of two of the three donations in November
2018, including donations for two wreaths and £50 from Harwell Parish council in
commemoration of WW1 centenary. The Harwell PAO has emailed the County Fundraiser
and Aylesford about the November 2017 transfer and the five June 2018 transfers (£100+ in
total).

11.5 Sponsored Walk 2018
The Harwell PAO received a letter and cheque for sponsor money from Witney Branch.
Following enquiries with Witney Branch and the County Poppy Appeal Coordinator David
Drew, this was forwarded to the County Fundraiser.

The County Fundraiser cannot confirm the overall total raised for the walk due to the way
the money is banked.

11.6 Chilton Festival 2019
The County Fundraiser has requested dates of local events the County Fundraisers could
support, so the Harwell PAO has passed the date of Chilton Festival to them. The Harwell
and Chilton PAO have had a brief discussion about running a stall at the event.

11.7 Annual Statements and Reports
The Harwell PAO did not have time to enquire further on totals on the 2017-18 statement.

All donations were paid in by 30th November and the report of the totals for October and
November 2018 were submitted on 1st week December, a few days late.

11.8 Long Service Awards
The previous PAO last arranged for awards in 2013. The Harwell and Chilton PAOs will
check if any more are due.

11.9 Total
Including: Committee members donations totalling £10 for pin badges after the last meeting,
the cheque from Branch and all November 2018 BACS donations assumed credited:

Total since 1st October 2018: £4960.67. Thanks to all who have donated or helped.

12. CERMONIAL OFFICER’S REPORT

No report.

13. STANDARD BEARER REPORT

No report.
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14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

14.1 Change of Postal address quoted on Website and Correspondence
The Secretary said that he gives his home address as the official postal address of the Branch
on the MS1 Branch Information form. The Legion usually sends emails and post direct to the
relevant Branch Officer, so the Membership Secretary gets the Membership information, the
Treasurer gets the financial documents and so on.

The Club address has been put on some of the letters that the Ceremonial Officer and
Secretary send regarding D Day and Remembrance. It’s also on the Branch website as
“Headquarters address” and on the Poppy Appeal page as the address to send donations.

Two unexpected letters for the Branch containing cheques and personal information have
recently been addressed and delivered to the Club, which the Club Secretary passed to the
Secretary. Both had been opened by persons unknown at some point. They were for other
Branch or County Officers and were sent on as required.

The Secretary proposed that he removes the postal address from the website, so people must
email first for an address, so items can be sent straight to the right person. This would avoid
delays and maintain data protection.

The Secretary also proposed that all Branch Officers quote their own postal addresses on
letters.

The Treasurer said that he was very concerned that the letter he received had been torn open
despite the letter being addressed as “Private and Confidential”.

PROPOSAL: That the postal address is removed from the Website and Officers quote
their own addresses on letters.
PROPOSED: Secretary CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 26th February 2019

There being no further business the President closed the meeting at 21:00 hours.


